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EMBARGOED UNTIL 4 FEBRUARY 2019

4 February 2019, Tbilisi, Georgia - On the occasion of World Cancer Day 2019, the city of Tbilisi officially joined the City Cancer Challenge (C/Can), becoming part of a collective movement of cities supported by a network of global and local partners to deliver quality, equitable and sustainable cancer treatment.

Today, high-level representatives of the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia, City Hall of Tbilisi, Georgia Patients’ Union and the City Cancer Challenge Foundation signed a Memorandum of Understanding outlining a two-year collaboration aimed at improving access to cancer care for the citizens of Tbilisi. 

C/Can will leverage its diverse, multisectoral network of partners including NGOs, professional associations, UN agencies, bilateral and multilateral agencies, private companies, governments and city leaders to support Tbilisi over a two-year period to: 

· Identify and engage all relevant stakeholders in the C/Can process including government (local, regional, national), civil society, academia, healthcare facilities and professionals, private sector;
· Undertake a comprehensive city-wide assessment to identify current gaps, needs and priorities for developing sustainable cancer care solutions in the city;
· Develop a City Activity Plan;
· Depending on the activity, identify appropriate channels for technical assistance and capacity building, partnerships/collaboration locally, regionally and internationally, one-off investments, and/or longer-term financing solutions to support implementation of the city plan;
· Develop a framework to monitor and evaluate progress and measure impact. 

Mrs. Maia Lagvilava, Deputy Minister of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia said: “We are very pleased that Tbilisi will be collaborating with the City Cancer Challenge and its partners to assess, prioritise and address critical gaps in access to cancer care, in close alignment with our national plans and commitments to tackle non-communicable diseases”.  

City Cancer Challenge Foundation 
Launched by the Union for International Cancer Control (UICC) in 2017, and transitioning into a standalone entity in January 2019, City Cancer Challenge inspires cities to deliver quality, equitable cancer care for all. By identifying local leaders and empowering them to identify needs and implement solutions, C/Can provides a foundation for lasting change at the city level and shares best practices so that solutions can be scaled nationally, regionally, and globally.
About World Cancer Day 2019
World Cancer Day takes place every year on 4 February and is the uniting global initiative under which the world comes together to raise the profile of cancer in a positive and inspiring way. Spearheaded by the UICC, the day aims to save millions of preventable deaths each year by raising awareness and improving education about the disease alongside calling on governments and individuals across the world to take action. 

[bookmark: _Hlk532566033]2019 will be the first year of the new three-year campaign, ‘I Am and I Will’. The new theme is an empowering call for personal commitment and represents the power of our actions taken now to reduce the growing impact of cancer. This year follows on the back of last year’s tremendous campaign success, including nearly 1,000 activities taking place in 130 countries, over half a million tweets, and more than 50 governments participating in 2018.

#WorldCancerDay #IAmAndIWill

For more information, please visit: www.worldcancerday.org
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